OPINION | SEPTEMBER 30, 2026

Peanut Fest connects Suffolk
generations :-

Suffolk Peanut Fest returns Oct. 8-11 with four days of rides, food, concerts and traditions, preceded by the
downtown parade Oct. 3.
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There are plenty of signs that show fall has arrived in Suffolk. Cooler nights. Football on Friday. Pumpkin displays. That
first morning when you step outside and wonder where you left your jacket.



But around here, one sign stands out above the rest: Peanut Fest is coming.

The 48th annual Suffolk Peanut Fest returns Oct. 8-11 to the Suffolk Executive Airport, bringing four days of concerts,
rides, food, competitions and the traditions that could really only belong to Suffolk.

For nearly five decades, generations of Suffolk families have made their own memories at Peanut Fest. Children who
once begged their parents for one more carnival ride are now bringing children and, in some cases, grandchildren of
their own.

That makes this year's theme, "Celebrating Generations — One Picture Perfect Memory at a Time!" especially fitting.
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Peanut Fest also reminds us of something worth protecting as Suffolk continues to grow.

This city is changing. New homes are going up. New businesses are arriving. Traffic patterns change, neighborhoods
grow and people move here who may have little connection to the Suffolk 0of 20,30 or 40 years ago.

Growthis part of Suffolk's story. So are the traditions that give Suffolk an identity beyond being another fast-growing
Hampton Roads city.

Peanut Fest takes that history and makes it fun.

The celebration actually starts before the airport gates open. The Peanut Fest Parade returns to downtown Suffolk at 10
am. Saturday, Oct. 3, traveling from the Lakeside neighborhood through the heart of downtown.

With so much happening, figuring out what to see, when to arrive and what not to miss can become a job of its own.

We want to help.



On Wednesday, Oct. 7, the Suffolk News-Herald will publish its special 2026 Peanut Fest section, designed as a guide to
help readers make the most of the festival.

Consider it your Peanut Fest playbook. So mark Oct. 8-11 on the calendar.

And before you head tothe airport, pick up the Oct. 7 Suffolk News-Herald and keep our Peanut Fest special
section handy.

Then get out there. Peanut Fest weekend belongs to Suffolk.

Let's celebrate it that way.
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